
Attendees:

Staff:
Guests:

Absent:

JTF Board Meeting
Wednesday, August 20 2014 @ 6:OO p.m.

Union Bank Community Room

Meet ing Minutes

Miki  Hei tzmant Al ice Kawahatsu,  Richard Matsuno, Mark
Moriguchi ,  Steve Nakaj ima, Benh Nakajo,  Ros Tonai  Paul
Wermer
Bob Hamaguch i  and Greg Maru tan i ,  and Greg V i lo r ia
Linda Corso (Cathedral  Hi l l  Associates,  LLP),  Karen
Ka i /Cathy  Inamasu (N ihomach i  L i t t le  Fr iends) ,  G lyn is
Nakahara ,  Sandy Mor i ,  M ich iko  Yamada,  Mary  Ish isak i ,
Caryl  I to,  Tomo Hira i ,  Tad Sekino,  Karen Kai ,  Cl int
Inanmasu,  C l in t  Taura ,  Ross  Guehr ig ,  Jesse Fe ldman,
Sanjeev malhotra,  Hiroshi  Fukada, Ron Kobata,  Rich
Hashimoto,  Bob Rusky
Seiko Fuj imoto (excused)

A. Cal l  to Order and Establ ishment of a quorum

Meet ing ca l led to  order :  6 :02 p.m.  by A l ice Kawahatsu.  There was
a  quorum.

B. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meeting on July LG, 2oL4.

A motion was made by Paul Wermer and seconded by Richard
Matsuno to approve the referenced minutes. There were no
changes.  The mot ion passed unanimously .

C, JTF Staff Reports / Committee Reports

Market ing Committee (Greg Vi lor ia)

Greg Vi lor ia reported that July was a busy month for Japantown with



Japan Week, J-pop Summit Fest ival(Ramen Fest ival)  and Japan Fi lm
Fest ival .  Japantown received great press in July and was featured on
SF Gate Sunday spread on Food.

Market ing commit tee is  look ing to  augment  and consol idate JEDM, JMA
and Market ing Sub-committee meetings to once per month with
weekly tact ical  meetings as needed. More detai ls next month.

No publ ic  or  board comments noted.

Financial  Report  (Bob Hamaguchi)
Bob Hamaguchi  updated the s ta tus o f  the Add Back Funding,  Meet ing
at MOED with Diana Ponce Deleon veri f ied that the JTF has to submit
a RFP for the Add-back Funds. Bob Hamaguchi reported that al l  c i ty
organizat ions that have Add-back funding requested have to submit
the RFP. RFP is due out in August.  JTF has counted on the funding
start ing July 1. JTF has staff  funding to last unt i l  end of September.
Steve Nakaj ima reported that his understanding is that the ci ty is
request ing a t .5o/o budget reduct ion across al l  departments. Bob
Hamaguchi took an act ion to contact Supervisor Breed.

No publ ic  comments noted.

Crime Reports (Greg Marutani)

Crime has been up in July from last year.  Auto Boost is one third of
cr imes.

Steve Nakaj ima stated that we should be proact ive and requested to
get reports posted on the website for people who don't attend the
JEDM meeting. Staff  took act ion to look into post ing information on the
website.

Committee Reports



Land Use /  Bui l t  Form (Paul  Wermer)
N ihonmach i  L i t t le  Fr iends  "NLF"  -  Karen Ka i ,  Cathy  Inamasu and Tad
Sekino (Archi tect)  presented the overal l  p lan of  the Nihonmachi  L i t t le
Fr iends  p lanned expans ion  o f  1830 Sut te r .  NLF has  done i t s  ne ighbor
outreach.  NLF has requested a let ter  of  support  f rom the Japantown
Task Force.  The Land Use Commit tee mot ioned to approve the let ter  of
support .  Steve Nakaj ima seconded the mot ion.

I t  was  opened fo r  pub l i c  comment .

Publ ic  commented that  the project  seemed to have harmony wi th the
ne ig  hborhood.

I t  was opened for  Board comments and quest ions.

I t  was recommended that  NLF obtain the support  of  the neighbors
part icular ly  the Japanese Community Cul tural  Center of  Northern
Cal i fo rn ia .

Land Use Commit tee stated that  the project  design al igns wi th the
histor ic  preservat ion goals and the outreach has been adequate.

Mot ion  was passed unan imous ly .

Formula Retai l  and Signage Posi t ion Paper /  Let ter  -  Paul  Wermer
presented to the meet ing three(3) documents -  JTF Formula Retai l
Posi t ion Paper,  Formula Retai l  Legis lat ion:  JTF Let ter  draf t ( long) and
Formula Retai l  Legis lat ion:  JTF Let ter  draf t (short )  which addresses the
latest  proposed legis lat ions f rom Supervisor Er ic Mar and the Planning
Department on Formula Retai l .  JTF wi l l  oppose any increase in t r igger
points(number of  stores) that  ident i fy  an ent i ty  as Formula Retai l ,  and
supports inc lusion of  Formula Retai l  s tores and their  subsid iar ies in the
Formula Retai l  contro ls.  JTF is a lso asking for  Supervisor London Breed
to introduce legis lat ion modi fy ing the Japantown Special  Use Distr ic t
regarding New Business Signage. Rosalyn Tonai  asked the commit tee
to ta lk to Supervisor Breed about her posi t ion and comments on the



/

proposed legislat ion. Paul Wermer motioned to approve the posit ion
and let ters as wri t ten and to al low the Land Use Committee to adopt
ei ther the long or short  let ter.  Mark Moriguchi seconded. Al ice
Kawahatsu asked for publ ic comment.

Publ ic comment -  I t  was suggested that the Land Use committee
rev iew the f ina l  leg is la t ion of  Er ic  Mar  and the Planning Commiss ion.

Al ice Kawahatsu asked for Board comment pr ior to vote.

Board Comment -  Ros Tonai asked to have the Land Use Committee to
talk to Supervisor Breed about her posit ion.

Al ice Kawahatsu asked for a vote on Paul Wermer's motion to approve
the posit ion and let ters.  Motion was passed unanimously.

1481 Post Street Presentat ion -  Bob Hamaguchi introduced Linda
Corso of the 1481 Post Street project who did a 15 minute
presentat ion of the project.  Handouts were passed out to al l  the
attendees. Developer is asking for height var iance, from 240 feet to
398 feet. Overall t imeframe for the project is 27 months(Late 2015
start)  There wi l l  be 262 units planned which wi l l  include about 50o/o 1
bedroom and the rest 2,3 and 4 bedrooms. There was concern from
the community about traf f ic,  construct ion noise and shadow of the new
bui lding. There were three al ternat ives -  reduced height
al ternat ives(24Oft bldg.) ,  current developer preferred (398 foot bldg.)
and the Sequoia 's  a l ternat ive 240f t  bu i ld ing which inc luded 12 town
homes fronting Geary. The developer's states present preference is
benef ic ial  to the community because of more community benef i ts that
can be ava i lab le .  Below market  hous ing wi l l  not  be ons i te  and the
developer wi l l  pay into Mayor 's Housing fund. Current ly they are doing
their  community outreach to come up with a set of  community benef i ts
that is benef ic ial  for Japantown and wi l l  s i t  down with the mayor 's
office and Supervisor Breed to negotiate. Comment period for the
planning commission on the draft  EIR ends September 15th. First



publ ic  hear ing is  September  4  a t  the Planning Commiss ion.  A lso
SOSSaveCathedralHi l l .com has more information and comments on
the project.

Al ice Kawahatsu motioned to refer this topic to the Land Use
Committee to gather more input on this project.  Rosalyn Tonai
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

D. New Business
No New Business.

E. Announcements

1.  Next  JTF Board meet ing:  Wed Sep 17,  2Ot4 6:00 Union Bank
Community Room

F. The meeting adjourned at 7:55p.

Respectfu I ly su bmitted,

RoSalyn Tonai


