
 

 

NOTES FROM THE 
AD HOC PEACE PLAZA/PAGODA COMMITTEE MEETING 

OF THE JAPANTOWN TASK FORCE 
COMMUNITY ROOM OF UNION BANK 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Richard Hashimoto, Sandy Mori, Judy Hamaguchi, Alice Kawahatsu, Rosalyn Tonai 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ai Hiyama, Karen Kai, George Yamasaki, Jr. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Greg Marutani 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. 
 
I. UPDATES 

A. Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) Commission and staff outreach 
Sandy Mori reported that: 
✓ they met with Commissioner Larry Mazzola, Jr. and believe he is on board for the 

repair and renovation of the Peace Plaza; 
✓ there is a need to check in with Commission President Mark Buell and secure his 

support; 
✓ Commissioner Gloria Bonilla has requested the RPD staff to add the Peace Plaza 

item to their agenda. 
 
Sandy met with Margo Kelly, aide to Mayor Mark Farrell, to seek his support to include 
the Peace Plaza in the 2019 RPD bond measure. Ms. Kelly informed Sandy that the 
measure was around $500,000.  
 
She added that, in speaking with Naomi Kelly, work is needed to move this project up 
the list at RDP for funding. 
 
Sandy reported she spoke with Commissioner Alan Low who is supporting the effort to 
have $100,000 from the $600,000 budgeted to do a temporary fix on the leaks, to 
approved to be used to work on a community design project for the renovation of the 
Peace Plaza, however, he informed her that he is not sure what has happened to the 
$600,000, but will continue to ask about the funds and advocate the designation of the 
funds to JTF. 
 

II. OTHER BUSINESS 
Rich prepared a chronology of the problems and attempted repairs to resolve the leaks and 
will make it available if it would be helpful in demonstrating how the problem has not been 
fully addressed over the years. 

 
The next meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee is scheduled for April 24, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 


