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JACL Building 
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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Paul Wermer, Ros Tonai Alice Kawahatsu, Richard Hashimoto, Benh Nakajo, David Ishida, 
Judy Hamaguchi, Glynis Nakahara, Jon Osaki, Seiko Fujimoto 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Greg Marutani 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Patty Wada, Mickey Imura, Robert Sakai, Karen Kai, Thomas Reynolds, Robert Rusky, Paul 
Osaki, Aya Ino, David Darling, Mary Ann Hori, Tomo Hirai, Edward Ong, Marvin Lambert, Jan 
Bolaffi, Mary King, Audrey Sherlock, Steve Fillipow 
 
I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

The joint meeting of the Land Use/Transportation and Cultural Heritage Committees was 
called to order by Alice Kawahatsu, followed by comments by Rosalyn Tonai and Paul 
Wermer,  
 
Each person in attendance gave a brief introduction about themselves. 

 
II. SUMMARY OF JTF COMMITTEE PROCEDURES 

Paul Wermer reviewed the Japantown Task Force (JTF) procedures for its committees. Key 
point published in the meeting agenda. 

 
III. DISCUSSION OF THE COTTAGE ROW MINI-PARK PROPOSAL 

Ros Tonai started by explaining that the Board and both committees want a process of full 
disclosure with open and respectful discourse on this issue. Because the proposal has both 
Land Use and Cultural Heritage aspects, the Board requested that this item to be discussed 
in a joint meeting of the Land Use and Cultural Heritage Committees. 

 
Paul Osaki made an abbreviated presentation of the proposal regarding the Issei Memorial 
Garden at Cottage Row Mini-Park.  
 
Mary King read her statement in opposition to the proposed location of the Issei Memorial 
Garden and proposed the space next to the Peace Pagoda and West Mall. (Attachment A) 
 
Mickey Imura shared is support for the proposal. He asked who how long would this issue 
be discuss and debated before a decision is reached. 
 
Paul Osaki responded that the final decision rests with the Recreation and Parks. The 
original proposal was to try and gain approval by the end of the 2016 and completed during 
the 110th anniversary of Japantown.  
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Marvin Lambert shared his reasons for opposing the proposal because of the diverse history 
of the park and the neighborhood that included African American and Gay communities.  
 
He added that he is among the local neighbors who have invested and continue to invest 
time and labor in the park’s maintenance.  
 
Jan Bolaffi spoke in favor of the proposal pointing out that it does not take up the entire mini-
park and added that it does not exclude other groups that have a history in the 
neighborhood an opportunity to be acknowledged at the garden. 
 
Karen Kai asked about the educational component of the mini-park and noted that the entire 
Sutter Street frontage, except the staircase and that the design appears to occupy a major 
portion of the mini-park.  
 
Patty Wada commented that it is not the role of JTF to resolve the differences between 
those who support and/or oppose the proposal. No matter which way the joint committee 
decides to recommend to the JTF Board. There are a number of possibilities  
 
Robert Rusky stated his support of a memorial to the Issei generation, but expressed his 
concern about the overall process. He added the preservation of the building at 1830 Sutter 
was saved to memorialize the Issei. He also referenced the Japantown History Walk 
included recognition of the Issei history. 
 
Thomas Reynolds added that there is currently a memorial plaque in the mini-park 
recognizing a gay individual. 
 
Glynis Nakahara asked Paul Osaki if some of the concerns raised at the meeting could be 
considered as the proposal moves through the steps and process required by Recreation 
and Parks.  
 
Judy Hamaguchi asked why the responses from Paul Osaki to Paul Wermer’s questions 
were not distributed. Paul Wermer noted that Paul Osaki’s response stated it was a private 
e-mail to be sent only to Committee members. Paul Wermer decided that, since the 
Committee meetings and information supporting recommendations are open to the 
interested public, and that the questions originated with people who were not committee 
members, he could not honor the request to forward only to committee members, and so did 
not forward the message. 
 
There were comments and assertions as to who were members of the two committees and 
who were the public.  
 
Paul Wermer had copies made of the responses from Paul Osaki to distribute to the 
individuals present at the meeting (Attachment B). 
 
Paul Osaki clarified that the drawings provided were not the final design, and the design 
process would include additional public meetings to obtain input. 
 
David Ishida asked if Paul Osaki would be able to put forth a timeline for public notice. The 
response was affirmative. 
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Paul Wermer encouraged Paul Osaki to go beyond the 300-foot radius mailed meeting 
notice requirement to include posting public notices at the Park, providing the timeline to the 
public using local newspapers such as the Nichi Bei Times and any other social media 
network, such as NextDoor, that may be available.  
 
It was the consensus of both the LUT and CH Committees to recommend to the JTF Board 
support the concept of Issei Memorial Garden and look forward to the progress of the 
design, but not use the boilerplate letters provided with the information packages.  Paul 
Wermer and Ros Tonai will draft a proposed JTF endorsement letter for Board approval,  
 
On a separate item Paul Wermer announced that the Citizens Advisory Committee for the 
Geary Bus Rapid Transit meeting was canceled and will be re-scheduled for a future date. 

 
IV. DISCUSSION OF NIHONMACHI LITTLE FRIENDS LANDMARKING OPPORTUNITY 

Ros Tonai reported that The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) received a grant from 
the federal National Park Service (NPS) to identify historic landmarks in under-served 
communities and that the Julia Morgan building located at 1830 Sutter, which is the current 
Nihonmachi Little Friends (NLF) main building.  
 
Greg Marutani added that Susan Parks is the staff person from the HPC has been invited to 
the October 11th Cultural Heritage Committee to update them about the procedures for 
landmarking the building. Cathy Inamasu, Executive Director of NLF will be invited to the CH 
meeting to let the Committee know whether NLF is in favor of the landmarking or not and 
what assistance they may need from the JTF.  

 
The meeting concluded at 8:10 p.m.  
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