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ESTABLISHING STREET NAMES 
Street names are generally established during the development / subdivision of land. 
Renaming streets can be initiated by members of the public or the Board of Supervisors.  

 
If a member of the public initiates the request, they must present 
their petition to Public Works with signatures from property 
owners whose lots are abutting the subject street. The number 
of signatures must indicate a very strong majority in favor of the 
change.  If the proposed name change affects a “private” street, 
the “Home Owner’s Association” (if applicable) may require pre-
approval according to their own by-laws. 
 

We will review and investigate the proposal. This shall include mailing an inquiry to all owners of 
record on the street for an official response to the proposed name change. We will also 
solicit comments from various City Agencies, including but not limited to the Planning 
Department, the Department of Building Inspection, and the Fire and Police Departments. If all 
indicators are very positive, we will prepare a resolution to be submitted to the Board of 
Supervisors. The submittal fee for our investigation is $2,500 and is based on the actual time 
taken. Name changes similar to the change of Army Street to Cesar Chavez Street will cost 
much more and you will be billed for time and materials. 
  

PROCESS FOR CHANGING A STREET NAME 
Changing the name of a street requires: 

• The resolution referred to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors  

• A Public Hearing at the Land Use and Economic Development Committee 

• Board of Supervisors approval 

• Mayor’s signature 
  
The Clerk of the Board sends the approved resolution back to the County Clerk and the County 
Surveyor at Public Works where the approved name change is added to the “Official City 
Map.”  The name changing process for other jurisdictions, such as the Port or Recreation and 
Park Department may vary. 
 
Once the street name has been officially changed, the street signs must contain both names for 
a five-year period. 
  
For more information about establishing street names or renaming streets, contact: 
 
San Francisco Public Works 
Bureau of Street-Use and Mapping 
1155 Market Street, 3rd Floor  
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Phone: (415) 554-5827 
Fax: (415) 554-5324 
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